STUDIES   IN  A   DYING   CULTURE
affective. It is felt as if outside forces in society are
starving or thwarting men's emotional lives, as if life
is becoming glamourless or cruel. For the productive
relations are social relations and conscious tenderness
is generated in them.
Sexual love itself is continually enriched and changed
by economic relations, at the same time as economic
relations gain new warmth and complexity from love.
To every stage of economic development corresponds
a richer, subtler, more sensitive behaviour-pattern
associated with sexual love. To bourgeois culture
belongs passionate love, to feudal romantic or chival-
rous love, and to slave-owning Greek culture Platonic
love.
To our generation the association of economic
relations with sexual love seems arbitrary, not because
our idea of love is too rich but because our notion of
economic relations is too bourgeois. Bourgeois civilisa-
tion has reduced social relations to the cash nexus.
They have become emptied of affection. To a psycholo-
gist, the whole world seems suffering from a starvation
of love, and this need appears in a compensatory and
pathological form as neurosis, hate, perversion, and
unrest.
Even to-day, in those few economic relations which
still survive in a pre-bourgeois form, we can see
tenderness as the essence of the relation. The com-
modity fetishism which sees in a relation between
wen only a relation between things has not yet dned
it up. The economic relation of die mother to her
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